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Analysis of Nurses’ Narrative Relating to Death

SHIMAMORI Sayaka', SATO Asumi’, TOMITA Kayoko?®
YOSHIZURU Yukiko?, HOSHIY A Tomiko®

"Part-time lecturer at Japanese Red Cross Toyota College of Nursing
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SKISHOKAI medical corporation angel bell hospital

Abstract

Long nursing careers increase nurses opportunities to encounter the deaths of patients. The nurses grow
professionally, observing patients’ impressive endings. Death Conference (DC) functions as reflection of past medical
treatment and caring, for the purpose of improvement, and decrease of staff members’ psychological burden.
This article is an exploratory attempt to analyze the narrative of five nurses whose careers span more than two
decades on average. The respondent nurses answered an interview relating to nursing and the impressive endings
of people not only in a hospital setting. The results indicate that not only the thoughts and feelings of the nurses as
research participants but also the mutual effects of interview with the sociologist enabled the discovery of the fact
that experiences of death both within and outside work, i.e. deaths of patients’ and of loved one’s are contributing to
the development of their understanding of nursing. That also allowed insights into the nurses’ thought process, its

pattern and significance of their narratives.
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