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Attitude of Nurses Toward Career Advancement and the
Career Development Ladder at Small and Medium-sized

Hospitals

ISHIGURO Chieko', SUGIMURA Ayumi? OONO Akiko®, MIZUTANI Seiko®, KAKIHARA Kayoko’,
HIGASHINO Tokuko', MIKOUCHI Noriko'

Tapanese Red Cross Toyota College of Nursing
"Doctoral Program, Fundamental and Clinical Nursing, Department of Nursing, Nagoya University Graduate School of Medicine
*Faculty of Nursing, Nihon Fukushi University
‘Faculty of Nursing, Yokkaichi Nursing and Medical Care University

Abstract

We investigated the attitude toward career advancement and the career development ladder, as well as the
implementation environment, among nurses working in Japanese Red Cross Hospitals with 499 or fewer beds.
Approximately 70% of the subjects had future goals and at least 90% considered it necessary to continue learning,
participate in seminars, and study the literature. However, only 40% of the subjects were implementing these goals,
and the number of such subjects was particularly low among those with 4-14 years of experience. While 11.3% of the
subjects were involved in nursing research, the number of subjects who considered nursing research to be necessary
was also low among those with 4 -14 years of experience. Approximately 50% of the subjects considered that career
advancement or the career development ladder was valuable and wished to implement it. To implement career
advancement or advance up the career development ladder, nurses with = 15 years of experience considered that
external guidance, education, and consultation were necessary. Moreover, nurses considered enough time, books and
literature were necessary for learning environment. By collaboration between universities and hospitals, a support

system should be established that takes into account hospital size and nursing experience.
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