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Abstract

This study attempted to reveal the difficulties perceived by pediatric ward nurses caring for hospitalized children
with developmental disorder characteristics (DDC) and the factors underlying those difficulties. We conducted semi-
structured interviews, each for about an hour, with seven nurses who had cared for about 10 to 60 DDC children and
had five or more years of nursing experience. A qualitative analysis of the interview data revealed that the nurses
perceived difficulties with 1) understanding the feelings and behavioral characteristics of the children, 2) cooperating
with the parents, and 3) finding support methods appropriate for DDC children.

The factors perceived by the nurses as responsible for these difficulties were 1) insufficient utilization of their
knowledge due to lack of experience, 2) inappropriate ward system, and 3) decreased motivation of nurses.

This situation should be improved by providing educational support for nurses to sufficiently assess the DDC
children and their parents as well as developing a ward system that enables the nurses to cooperate with other

professionals to provide effective support for the DDC children.



